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and fallacies
Nicolas, J.B. - 850
Translation of 50 quatrains
Norton, C.E. - 823
Review of Nicolas and
FitzGerald
Norton, K. La Faga - 1292
The Spinster’s Rubaiyat
O’Donohoe, W.J. - 1277
The Ruby Hat of O. Mark,
K.M.,, prose & verse
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O’Hagan, Anne - 1256, 1288
The Home-Comer’s Rubaiyat,
6 quatrains = 1256
Rubaiyat of an Amateur
Farmer, 8 quatrains = 1256 =
1288 (same ?)
Omar, E. Young - 1192
Worldly Wilbur, 8 verses
Osborne, M.L.818
Persian Poetry
Pain, Barry - 1077, 1186, 1195, 1291
3 "Quatrains for Dinner of the
OK Club 9 Dec. 1897 = 1077
Cigar Khayydm =1186
Jomar Khayamberlain = 1195
Verses = 1291
Palgrave, W.G. - 764
On Omar Khayyam
Peattie, Eliza W. - 1224
The Rubaiyat of the Liner
Pembie - 1229
The Poets on the “Isis”
Phelps, Elizabeth Stuart - 1066
Rubdiyat of Omar Khayyam
translated into the Christian
Phelps, W.L. - 820
Schopenhauer and Omar
Khayyam
Pickering, C.J.- 831
Persian Poetry =31
Beginning of Persian Literature
=831
’Umar of Naishapur = 831
Platt, Arthur - 846
Edward FitzGerald
Pollock, F. - 1291
Verses
Potter, A.G. - 865
Some Lesser-Known Editions
of the Rubaiyat
Powell, F. York - 1040
Lines after Omar

Qidwai, Q.W. Ali - 774
Omar Khayyam’s Religion and
Philosophy

Radford, G.H. - 1305
Omar Khayyam Penitent



Index of authors in periodical
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Rankin, Annie B. - 774
An Omar Khayyam Find (MS.
discovered by Dr. Mingana)
Renand, E.R. - 1245, 1283
Rubaiyat of the Refugees, 12
quatrains = 1245 & 1283
Renau, E. - 787
Review of Nicolas
Robertson, Leonard C. - 1044
To Omar Khayyéam, 2 quatrains
Rogers, A. - 730
Fanciful Translations
Ropes, Arthur (Adrian Ross) - 1092,
1102
4 verses to Omar Khayyam
read at OK Club dinner 2 Nov
1900 = 1092
An Ode read at OK Club dinner
8 April 1903 =1102
Ross, Adrian - 1071, 1092, 1093, 1102
2 verses read at dinner of the
OK Club=1071
4 verses to Omar at dinner of
the OK Club 29 Nov. 1900 =
1092 &1093
An Ode read at dinner of OK
Club=1102
Ross, E. Denison - 735, 736, 788
Omar Khayyam =736
More Light on Omar = 788
Rothfeld, Otto - 864
Omar Khayyam with coloured
illustrations
Rothfeld, reviews of - 735, 859
Rowland, Helen - 1046
When We Read the Rubaiyat
Saki -1286, 1305
Rubaiyat of a Disgruntled
Diplomat =1286
Disgruntled = 1305
The Quatrains of Uttar al Ghibe
= 1305
Saklatwalla, J.E.,. review of - 735
Schener, Charles - 1217
The Spinster’s Rubaiyat
Schindler, A.H. - 733
Omar Khayyam
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Schukowski, V. - 813
Article on Omar Khayyam
Schiitz-Wilson, H. - 745, 753, 854
The Rubaiyat = 745
Fitz and Omar = 753
“A Reply = 854
Scudder, H.E. - 753
Vedder’s Omar
Seaman, O. - 291
Verses
Searight, F.T. - 1246
Rubaiyat of the Tourist
Sharp, William - 1035
14 quatrains read at the dinner
of the OK Club Dec. 1899
Shaw, H. - 874
Beneath the Bough
Sherman, Frank Dempster - 1033
Omar Khayyam
Sherwood, B. - 781
Omar Khayyam on the Screen
Shorter, Clement - 739, 770
My Bookshelves = 739
Story of the OK Club =770
Shudub, T. - 1229
Rubaiyat of Ayung Faréshar
Siddons, J.H. - 765
A Persian Poet
Siller — 800
13 stanzas from Bodenstedt
Simmons, Laura - 1256
The Rubaiyat of “Old Probs”
Simpson, William — 842
[Nature not specified.]
Smith, L.W. - 738
How a Small Thing gave us
Omar
Spero, L. - 1286
The Rubaiyat of a Junior Sub
Steinhoff, B.G. - 1208
New Rubaiyats of Omar
Khayyam
Stevenson, Gladys M - 1041
On an Illustrated Omar
Stokes, Whitney - 733
18 Quatrains
Sykes, P.M. - 862
A Pilgrimage to the Tomb of
Omar Khayyam
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Symonds, John Addington - 1077
A Poet’s Grave, sonnet
Taber, C.P. - 1257
Equitable Rubaiyat
Taber, H.P. - 1273
2 quatrains
Talbot, A.B. - 803
Lecture on the Rubaiyat
Talbot, R.E. - 1228
The Rubaiyat of the Leicester
Liberal Surrender
Tassy, Garcin de - 787

Note sur les Rubaiyat de ’Omar

Khaiyam, in French prose.
Taylor, B.L. - 1192

The Flubdubaiyat, 2 verses
Thaw, A.B. - 1238

Rubaiyéat of Uncle Sam
Thomas, Bert - 1269

Swan Song, 1 quatrain
Thomas, Edith M. - 1046

A Daughter of Ecclesiastes
Thompson, E.F. - 752

Omar Khayyam
Thompson, Francis - 1199

Cricket Quatrains
Tocher, J.F. - 837

Lecture on Omar Khayyam
Todhunter, M. - 872

Ed. FitzGerald
Tulley, R.W. - 1249

Omar the Tent-Maker
Upward, Allen - 1058, 1262

Omar Khayyam = 1058

Parody = 1262
Van Buren, D.B. - 1262

Rubdiyat of a Bridge Player
Vance, A.T. - 744

The Real Omar
Vedder, Elihu 741, 753, 779, 873,
1064

Related to Vedder’s Rubaiyat

=741, 753,779 & 1064

Digressions of V =873
Wain, C.E.H. - 776

Omar Khayyam
Wales, H.L. - 1042, 1187

Andrew Lang and Omar
Khayyam, 4 verses = 1042 =
1187 (same)
Walkes, W.R. - 1291
From the Woman’s Point of
View, 7 quatrains
Walsh, T. = 1079, 1256
In the Key of Omar, 1 verse
= 1079 = 1256 (same)
Wardle, John F. - 1213
Omar’s Logic, quatrains
Watson, William - 1077
3 Quatrains printed on Menu
Card of OK Club Dinner 14
March 1902
Watts, Theodore - 1037
Toast to Omar Khayyam
Weir, J.E., review of -735
Weir, T.H. - 845
Omar
Wells, Carolyn - 1048, 1238, 1263,
1285, 1289
To Omar = 1048 & 1289
The Baby’s Omar = 1238
Rubadiyat of Little New York
=1238
Rubaiyét of a Persian Lamb
=1263
Rubaiyéat of the Automobile
= 1285
Rubaiyat of Wall Street = 1285
An Omar for Ladies = 1289
Whymant, A.N.J. - 776
Flowers of the Dawn = 776
The Psychology of the Persian
(Mystic) Philosophers = 776
The Mysticism of the Rubaiyéat
=776
Will, A. - 792
[title unspecified]

Wright, T. - 1291
Verses
Youngs, Mary - 1289
How Granny Reads her Omar



Index of titles of anonymous articles.
"Tis but a Tent, 9 quatrains - 1261

& verses for dinner at Frascati’s 25
October 1913 - 1092

& verses for the menu card dinner 25
February 1911 - 1092

A Conversation with Edward
FitzGerald [A Gutter Merchant in the
Strand] - 860

A Fragment, with Apologies to Omar,
5 quatrains - 1253

A Golfer - 1276
A Grand Piano, 2 quatrains - 1262

A Great Poet of Denial and Revolt
- 854

A Love Song of Nishaptr by M., 4
verses - 1052

A Modern Omar - 1232

A New Edition of Omar Khayyam, a
skit on the new Rylands MS. - 808

A New Translation, 6 verses - 1055
A New Year Causerie by A.W.M.

- 729

A Parody, 4 verses - 1235

A Perversion of Omar - 1235

A Prose Skit on the Spring Publishing
Season—New Rubaiyat - 769

A Query by Omar Khayyam, verses —
1086 = 1276 (same)

A Reluctant Rubdiyat - 1038

A Reluctant Rubdiyat - 1183
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A Revival of Belshazzah - 1201
A Rubaiyat of Teotihuacan -1243
A. Parlor - 1233

Alas that Life - 1230

An Answer to Le Gallienne’s “Omar
Repentant” - 1103

An Omar of Rural Joys - 820

An Omarian Service - 758

Authors as Mottoes - 1282
Banquets with the Immortals -1076
Beside the Sea - 1233

Certain Rubaiyat - 1251

Coloured illustrations to Omar - 864
Content - 1089

Converting Omar Khayyam - 780
Correspondence on Omar - 811

Cricket Counsels of Omar Khayyam
by E.F., 10 quatrains - 1301

Das Omar Khayyam Feber - 821

Ditto, 6 quatrains - 1262

E.H. Allen and A.H. Miller - 784
Each Morn, 1 quatrain - 1230
Edward FitzGerald - 802

Edward FitzGerald, sonnet - 1085

Ehew Fugaces, 9 quatrains - 1205

Eight Mock Quatrains- 859



Index of titles of anonymous articles.

Ersul Persicus by R.W.C. - 1194
Every Man’s Desire by J.H.H. - 1229
Fitz-Omar, 1 verse - 1091
FitzGerald - 822

FitzGerald and “Omar” review of
McCarthy - 854

FitzGerald and Omar Khayyam - 741
FitzGerald Centenary - 759, 760
FitzGerald Letters by E.G.J. - 755
FitzGerald’s Rubaiyat -856
FitzGerald’s Umar Khayyam - 814
Football Parody by U.P. - 1308

For the Last Time - 1054, 1209

For the Omar Khayyam Club, 5 verses
- 1089

Fresh Light on Omar - 858

From the “Rubaiyat of Joseph I Am,”
15 quatrains - 1276

From the Rubaiyat of C.F.M. - 1266

From the Rubaiyat of Mr. Hennesey, 4
quatrains - 1207

Got to do it, 3 quatrains - 1197
Greats by E.H.A.B., 12 verses - 1272
Heard in the Night by O.R. - 1067
His Guess, 1 quatrain - 1303

Iconoclasm, 5 quatrains - 1276
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[Mlustrated Parody on Quatrain LXXI
=1242

[Nlustrations to, and text of, Rubaiyat
- 838

In Memorium, 6 verses on quatrain
XVI - 1043

In Philadelphia, 1 quatrain - 1266
Inapplicable, 3 quatrains - 1262
Keynote of Omar - 829

L’Omarisme - 851

Letters of Edward FitzGerald - 845
Miscellaneous Notes & Queries - 824

Mottoes for the Underground by Tartar
- 1063

N. H. Imber, Jewish National Poet
- 799

New Rubaiyat and Omar - 761

New Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam by
G.W.S., 10 quatrains - 1293

O.M.R. Kh-yy-m, 1 quatrain -1282
Old Omar Again, 2 quatrains - 1233
Omar 749, 771

Omar and his Old Song 817
Omar and Montaigne - 827

Omar at Ditton - 1221

Omar at Ruhleben by S.E.J. - 1279
Omar at the “Jolly Carter” - 1252

Omar at the Court by G.W.A. - 1229

Omar at the Dump - 1191
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Omar at the Horse Show - 1191
Omar at the Spring Openings - 1192
Omar at the Wasps - 1049

Omar by “C,” 3 quatrains - 1088
Omar by “Sporting Glass” - 791
Omar Corrected - 1049

Omar for Housewives - 1220

Omar in an African Vineyard by C.L.
- 810

Omar Khayyam - 789
Omar Khayyam number - 793
Omar Khayyam - 1206

Omar Khayyam ad Subgraduator by
A.H.K., 9 verses - 1067

Omar Khayyam &Mr. Owens - 1305
Omar Khayyam in his Rubaiyat - 815

Omar Khayyam on Massachusetts, 2
quatrains - 1198

Omar Khayyam on the North Sea
Battle, 1 quatrain - 1276

Omar Khayyam, 3 quatrains - 1282
Omar of It, 1 quatrain - 1238

Omar on a Roof Garden - 1265

Omar on Early School, 4 verses - 1235
Omar on the Beach, 5 quatrains - 1219

Omar on the Black List by F.J.O.C., 6
verses - 106
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Omar on the Fashion News - 1192
Omar on the Omar Craze - 1079, 1256
Omar on the Tow Path by R. - 1067
Omar on Training by S.J.F. - 1193
Omar Revised by A.E.S. - 1270

Omar Sings Again in New-found
Verses - 801

Omar the Optimist - 1189

Omar the Sausage Maker - 204

Omar the Tentmaker, 13 verses - 1226
Omar up to Date, 1 quatrain - 1302
Omar’s Signs of Summer - 1223
Omar’s View of Life - 874

Omar, 6 verses - 1049

Omar, 9 verses - 1049

Omar, 18 quatrains - 754

Omar, the Wine Bibbler by an old
Tory - 757

Omarian Echoes by H.A.L. - 1291
On “Freshers” by W.B.D. = 1251
On FitzGerald’s Omar by R.C.P. - 750

On Reading the Rubdiyat in Spring, 4
quatrains - 1085

Oriental Poetry, 10 quatrains idealised
from FitzGerald’s Omar - 1099

Original Quatrain Contest - 1034

Parody 1243, 1256, 1273, 1304
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Parody on G.B.S., 1 quatrain - 1296

Pictorial Politics, “Dividers,” parody
illustration on quatrain LXIX -1299

Pipes with the Persian Poets by F.J.G. -
830, 1081

Poets at a House Party - 1187
Quatrains on Omar by Z. McZ. - 1036
Querulous Quatrains - 1185

Re A.H. Miller and Omar - 733

Receipt for Omar, the Tentative Maker
- 1068, 1231

Recent Rubaiyat, 8 quatrains - 1294
Review of J.E. Saklatwalla - 735

Review of J.E. Saklatwalla and
Rothfeld - 735

Review of J.E. Weir - 735
Review of Rothfeld - 859
Review of Whinfield - 844
Rose of Yesterday - 1080

Rubdiyat of a Black Boy by E.W.S.D.,
8 quatrains - 1300

Rubaiyat of a Chorus Girl - 1266
Rubdiyat of a Line Subaltern - 1306
Rubaiyat of an Exam Candidate - 1252
Rubaiyat of an Undergraduate - 1190
Rubaiyat of Carrie Nation - 1266

Rubdiyat of Christmas Dances by
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G.W.A., 10 verses - 1229

Rubdiyat of Moving Day — 1191 =
1288 (same ?)

Rubaiyat of Old Age - 1250

Rubaiyat of Some of Us - 1229
Rubaiyat of Summer Khayyam - 1202
Rubaiyat of the Beef Trust - 1214

Rubaiyat of William Hohenzollern, 10
quatrains - 1306

Rubdiyat, with Vedder illus. - 741

Rubytin of O’Mark-Yam Becomap
Essymist by F.W., 13 verses - 1229

Shah Nusiruddin on Omar - 859

Siller’s 13 Stanzas from Bodenstedt
- 800

Sir D. Ross and A.H. Miller - 735
Some Quatrains of a Slacker - 1188
Songs of Spring, 1 quatrain - 1252
Sonnet on Quatrain XIX - 1188

Sports Prophecies - 1278

Tempora Mutantar by G.K. - 1216
That Rare Seraphic Cylinder - 1233
The Apologia of a Fraud -1307

The Astronomer Poet by J.A.T. - 1067

The Boozaiyat of Owe More Kiyi, 63
quatrains - 1287

The Bowery Omar - 1233

The Budgai’at of 'm A-Khrying by
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E.C.W., 21 quatrains - 1195
The Calendar of Omar - 871
The Closed Door, 9 quatrains - 1060

The Egyptian Spoiled by C.B.J., 5
verses - 1067

The Eternal Saki - 1237

The famous Columbus edition of the
Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam - 737

The Fisherman’s Rubaiyat - 1203
The Golden Pippin - 1233

The Grape, 4 quatrains - 1251
The Mystic Omar - 861

The Mystic Omar by F.O.Y. - 841
The New Year, 2 quatrains - 1255

The Old Order Changeth by K.S., 8
verses - 1056, 1212

The Omar Cult in England and
America - 849

The Omar Khayyam Club - 778
The Omarian Scriptures, etc. - 858

The Panamahat of Omar Khayyam
- 1298

The Patriot by D.E.G. - 1218

The Philosophy of Omar Khayyam by
an Omarite - 868, 1104

The Piker’s Rubaiyéat - 1255

The Poet at the Tea Table by AM.W.,
6 verses - 1067
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The Poets at the Union by P.G. - 1229
The Poets on Tennis - 1206

The Rubdiyat (parody) - 1295

The Rubaiyat - 739

The Rubaiyat by “Jingle” - 768

The Rubdiyat of a Pauline - 1271

The Rubdiyat of Coney Island, 48
quatrains - 1259

The Rubaiyat of Miss Nomer - 1273
The Rube’s Rubaiyat - 1255

The Sage Meditations of Marcus
Aurelius Khayyam, 6 verses by
C.O.N.O.-1234

The School-boys’ Omar by H.S. - 1194

The Shah’s Opinion of Omar Khayyam
-767

The Small Boy’s Bliss - 1233

The Story of the Omar Khayyam Cult
by C.K.S. - 863

The Subwayat of Omar K - 1266

The Suffolk Homes of Edward
FitzGerald - 778.

The Theosophy of Omar Khayyam
- 861

The Translations of Omar Khayyam
-804

The Umpire’s Rubaiyat, 4 quatrains
- 1255

The Unanswered Question - 1253



Index of titles of anonymous articles
The Universal Parody - 1238

The Water Melon - 1233

The Woman’s Lot - 1248

This Rose, 1 quatrain - 1191

Thoughts on Predestination by
C.H.B.K., 7 verses - 1067

To a German Sausage by A.S. - 1067
To John D. Baptist - 1238

To Omar, 6 verses - 1089

To Omar, sonnet - 1106

Translation from the Persian by Hic et
Ubique, 8 quatrains - 1105

Twenty Years of the OK Club of
America - 734

Two Views of Life - 1248
Verses by J.C.R. - 1291
What Perfect JOY - 1233

Who Wrote Omar Khayyam? by
A.C.D.- 855

Whinfield’s Quatrains - 826
William Simpson - 842

Wine and Soda, 1 quatrain - 1275
With the Rose by V.W. - 1069

Yankee Hogwash (rev. of Le
Gallienne) - 728
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A list of duplicate entries and a few
errors in Potter

56 =647=1017

166 =376

305 =998

311=1105

315=922

316 see 764

318 see 764

319 =749, see 142 and 657
320 see 984

323 - translated should read
transliterated

338 see 743, 749, 810

350 =269

354=2812

356 =727

357=2823

361 =831

365 see 812

367 =1008

368 see 637

370 see 683

371 see 983

373 see 800

374=1010

376 = 166 see 733

389 see 776 - Whymat should read
Whymant

430 =572

495 - should read by Tommaso
Cannizaro

512, 513, 514 - should read translated
by Saenz-Pena

552 see 774

556 =787

558 =875

572 =430

614 =921

620 see 978, 1083

627 =997 = 1000

633 see 758

637 see 368, 730

638 =903

647=56=1017

657 see 319



A list of duplicate entries and a few
errors in Potter

660 =717

662 = 664

664 = 662

668 = 952

707 = 946

708 see 1276

712 see 1249

717 =660

721 see 1093

723 =1003

749 see 319

758 see 633

764 see 316 - W. G. Palgrave should
be Thos. W. Hinchliffe

774 see 552

792 =793 - Kit-Bag should read Kit-
Kat, Kit Cat should read Kit-Kat
827 see 1082

836 - N. Carrington should read
Hereward Carrington

845 - 7/95 should read 7/25 and 7/96
should read 7/95

850 =880

875 =558

880 =850

888 - should read Paris, 1892
903 = 638

904 - Stoddart should read Stoddard
907 =978

909 = 1098

921 =614

922 =315

925 see 1187

932 =959 =1095

936 = 938

938 =936

941 see 1201

946 =707

952 = 668

959 = 932 see 1095, 1284

978 =907 see 1083

983 see 371

984 =320

985 =987

997 =627 = 1000

998 =305

1000 = 627 =997
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1003 =723

1008 = 367

1010 =374

1027 - Duel should read Duet
1032 =1084

1072 see 1239

1084 see 1032

1087 - Nonaham should read Monahan
1095 see 959, 1284

1098 = 909

1105 =311

1116 see 1191

1119 =1121

1121=1119

1126 see 1297

1131 - Reid should read Reed
1139 see 1200

1149 by Arthur B. Talbot
1184 see 1218

1187 see 925, 1042

1201 see 941

1246 = 1122

1284 = 1095
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Appendix.

Ambrose George Potter: A Provisional Biography.

Ambrose George Potter, the son of George and Harriett Potter, was born in Islington,
London in early 1865, the second of five children. George Potter was by profession a
shoe-maker, though by inclination an avid collector of books and associated ephemera
(1), a trait which Ambrose clearly inherited. Up until about 1890, Ambrose lived with
his family at 42 Grove Rd, Islington, the household being prosperous enough to
employ a servant. By the time he was 16, he had taken a job as a commercial clerk.

(2a)

In 1890, in the Registration District of Islington, Ambrose married Eleanor Garland,
then aged 20, and herself born in Islington. The newlyweds went to live with her
parents at 15 Moray Rd., Islington, Ambrose by this time being a commercial
traveller. (2b) By 1901 they were living at 4 Caversham Rd, St Pancras, with
Ambrose’s younger sister Bertha, who was by this time Mrs Bertha A. Beaves, having
married one Charles A. Beaves. (2¢) By the time of the 1911 census, Ambrose (now
aged 45) and Eleanor (now aged 41) were living in their own address at 126 Adelaide
Rd., Hampstead, this being the address (now demolished) familiar to all readers of
Potter’s 1929 Bibliography of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. The 1911 census
return tells us that they had no children, and that at this time he was working as a
commercial traveller, specifically in the boot trade (his father was a shoe-maker,
remember.)

In the Foreword to his 1929 Bibliography, Potter tells us that his interest in The
Rubaiyat was first aroused by a note in Burton’s Kasidah (Quaritch 1880.) (3) “This
started me in my search for such few editions and translations of the Rubaiyat as were
then available,” he wrote. “To these have been added,” he went on, “subsequent
editions and material on the subject.” Potter’s famous Bibliography arose from the
catalogue of works so compiled.

It is not clear at what date Potter read the note in Burton’s Kasidah, but — again from
Potter’s Foreword — we know that he saw an advertisement in Notes & Queries (10™
Series, Oct.17™, 1908, p.307), placed by Herman M. Schroeter of Los Angeles, an
avid collector of Omariana, seeking, “the co-operation of all who are interested in the
production of ‘A Bibliography of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam’, with Notes for an
anthology of kindred literature.” This led to an exchange of Omariana with Schroeter,
which continued up until 1914, when Schroeter abandoned his bibliography and sent
his manuscript to Potter. (Actually Potter and Schroeter may have continued to
correspond until at least1927.) (4a)

Nine years of further research led to Potter’s first book, A Bibliography of Printed
Editions of the Quatrains of Omar Khayyam in Foreign Languages, a Rosemary Press
Brochure privately printed for Members of the Omar Khayyam Club of America in
1923, with an introduction by Eben Francis Thompson. This was basically a listing of
editions of The Rubaiyat in foreign languages, interleaved with blank pages so that
members could add any newly discovered editions (and presumably report back to
Potter as well.)
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After another six years of research and collecting, Potter’s famous Bibliography of
1929 was published, in a limited edition of 300 copies, by Ingpen and Grant, London.
These years involved much correspondence with fellow Rubaiyat-enthusiasts, of
course, several of which are named in his Foreword. One such was Edward Heron-
Allen. We know that from at least December 1909, and up to at least April 1936, he
was swapping notes on — and copies of — various editions of The Rubaiyat, with
Heron-Allen (4b), and the two of them do seem to have exchanged Christmas cards
(5) and to have met up occasionally. Another key figure mentioned in the Foreword
was Eben Francis Thompson, with whom Potter first became acquainted in 1918, and
who in subsequent years supplied him with much information about American
Omariana. He also, as we have seen, wrote the introduction to Potter’s 1923
Bibliography, an introduction which, alas, tells us nothing about Potter himself.

From sources other than his Foreword, now, in April 1910 we know that he
exchanged letters with Holbrook Jackson, who, on 14™ June 1911, inscribed, along
with his signature, v.68 of FitzGerald’s 4™ edition in Potter’s copy of his booklet,
Edward FitzGerald and Omar Khayyam: an Essay and a Bibliography (1899) [Potter
#608]. (4c) In May 1910 he had a two-page letter from Nathan Haskell Dole about his
Latin and Greek editions (4d); between September 1915 and March 1916 he was
corresponding with John Pollen about his new translation of Omar, Omar Khayyam,
Faithfully and Literally translated from the original Persian (1915) [Potter #363]
(4e); in July and October 1919 he received letters from Luzac & Co about editions of
The Rubaiyat which they had for sale (4f); and in March 1923 he corresponded with
Elbert Hubbard II, though, alas, the surviving correspondence tells us very little. (4g)

It is particularly interesting that between March 1912 and May 1921 he was in touch
with Clement King Shorter. We know that in October 1918 Shorter was planning to
visit Potter to see his collection (so it must by then have been quite considerable), but
from a letter dated May 8™ 1920, we know that the visit still hadn’t taken place. (4h)
(In fact, there is no evidence that the visit ever actually did take place.) Unfortunately
there is no mention of Potter in Shorter’s posthumously published autobiography,
edited by J. M. Bulloch, CKS — an Autobiography — a Fragment by Himself (1927).

Again, a letter from Christian Herrnhold Rempis to Potter dated 2" May 1931,
Rempis thanks Potter for introducing him to Sir Edward Denison Ross. (41) (Denison
Ross and Rempis were subsequently to correspond on Rempis’s German translation
of The Rubaiyat, first published in 1933.) But how and when Potter himself came to
know Denison Ross is not known at present (he is acknowledged as “a valued and
willing helper” in Potter’s Foreword.) In his posthumously published autobiography,
Both Ends of the Candle (1943), edited by Alick Denison Ross & John A. Chapman,
and with foreword by Laurence Binyon, though he mentions E.B. Cowell, R.A.
Nicholson, John Payne, Edward Heron-Allen, and even the artist Edmund Dulac, he
makes no mention of Potter.

We know that Potter donated copies of his 1929 Bibliography to “selected Public
Libraries of three Continents” (6) Thus, for example, he donated a copy to the John
Rylands Library in Manchester, and his postcards and letters to Henry Guppy — the
librarian at that time, who is credited in Potter’s Foreword — are still preserved there.
(7) In a postcard dated 8™ November 1928, he told Guppy that he was preparing his
Bibliography, and requested a copy of The Bulletin of the John Rylands Library
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which contained an account of Dr Mingana’s report on a “hitherto untranslated”
quatrain of Omar, so that he could include it in his Bibliography. (8) As a PS to this
message, Potter wrote, “You will perhaps remember my late father, George Potter of
Highgate. He died last year 90 years of age.” (Unfortunately, no copies of Guppy’s
letters to Ambrose Potter were kept by the Rylands, so we have no record of Guppy’s
response to this at present.)

In another postcard to Guppy, dated 13" November 1928, Potter was “much obliged
to you for yours re. ‘Umar Khayyam and should esteem the favour of notification
when the Catalogue of Arabic MS is ready next year, so that [ may secure a copy
containing the new quatrain.” In fact, Mingana’s Catalogue of the Arabic Manuscripts
in the John Rylands Library, Manchester was not to be published until 1934. (9)

There was then a gap in the correspondence until Potter wrote to Guppy again, this
time in a letter dated 25" November 1929. Basically he asked what was happening as
regards publication of Mingana’s Catalogue, and offering the Rylands a copy of his
now published Bibliography, “unless you think it would be more suitably placed in
the Public Library, Manchester.” (In fact, the copy was to be retained by the Rylands.)
On 27" November 1929, he again wrote to tell Guppy that a copy of his Bibliography
was in the post to the Rylands, saying that: “It is a poor thing .... and weakest in its
MS department,” adding a comment of particular interest here, “It is 99% a catalogue
of my collection.” If we didn’t know it already, then, this statement reveals the sheer
size of Potter’s collection by 1929.

We know that Guppy acknowledged receipt of a copy of the Bibliography, and made
some positive comments about it, even though we don’t have a copy of his actual
reply, for on 29" November 1929 Potter again wrote, on a postcard: “I appreciate
your very kind remarks concerning my book. Perhaps I am best able to gauge its
weaknesses — It will however serve as a good foundation for further matter....” Few
of us would disagree with that!

To return to the details of Potter’s life, now, Potter and his wife continued to live at
126 Adelaide Road, Hampstead, London until about 1938 when, on account of his
wife’s health, they moved to 23, Norwich Mansions, Bournemouth West. (4j)
Whether for financial reasons or for reasons of what we would now call down-sizing,
Potter at this time decided to sell his collection of Omariana. At least some of it —
mainly books - was sold by auction on December 15, 1938 by Hodgson & Co.,
Chancery Lane, London W.C.2. (10) At least some portion of the remainder — mainly
ephemera - was bought by the University of California in Los Angeles (UCLA)
through the agency of Lawrence Clark Powell, head librarian from 1944—-1961.
Powell bought the collection from an unnamed Bournemouth book dealer in 1951.

(1)

In April of 1954 Powell said “In 1937 Potter completed work on a revised and
enlarged edition of his 1929 bibliography, but his materials were destroyed by fire in
1938 before publication, and he did not publish another edition before his death in the
late 1940s (sic).”

Whether by chance or design, the Potters’ move to Bournemouth did result in an
improvement to Mrs Potter’s health, for she outlived her husband by more than a
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decade. Ambrose George Potter died on 4™ December 1952, aged 87, his address at
that time being 43 Branksome Wood Rd, Bournemouth. Eleanor Potter died in a
nursing home in Bournemouth on 27" October 1963, aged 93. (2d)

Notes.

Note 1. See The John Johnson Collection: Catalogue of an Exhibition (Bodleian
Library, Oxford, 1971), p.7 & p.16. also the account of George Potter’s book-plate
described in the "Journal of the Ex Libris Society" Volume IV, 1895, p.136. The latter
tells us that George Potter collected “the literature of Highgate and its vicinity,
especially such as was of an ephemeral character.” When George Potter died in 1927,
his huge collection of ephemera relating to Highgate and its environs, stored in 29
albums, was bequeathed to the British Museum.

Note 2. Many of the details of Potter’s life have been retrieved from ancestry
websites, the various sources being as follows: a) Births Registered in April, May,
June 1865 and Census Returns for 1871 and 1881; b) Marriages registered in April,
May & June 1890 and the Census Return for 1891; ¢) the Census Return for 1901; d)
National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations.)

Note 3. In Burton’s Note II, p.27 & p.33 in the Quaritch edition, but readily found in
later editions of The Kasidah. Basically Burton quotes verse 55 (p.27) and verse 30
(p.33) of FitzGerald’s third /fourth edition.

Note 4. The University of Los Angeles California (UCLA) acquired a substantial
portion of Potter’s collection in 1951. Consisting mainly of ephemera, the “Collection
of Material about Omar Khayyam (Collection 378). Department of Special
Collections, Charles E. Young Research Library, UCLA” is stored in five boxes, the
first four containing varying numbers of folders with varying numbers of contents,
and the fifth containing loose sample illustrations and music scores relating to The
Rubaiyat. The folders are not numbered, but they are titled, so the location of cited
items is indicated here by the box number and appropriate folder title. a) Box 3 -
Schroeter, Herman M. (1866-) letters from various persons to H. M. Schroeter v.p.
1908-1927; b) Box 1 - Heron-Allen, Edward (1861-1943) letters, signed to A. G.
Potter v.p. 1909-1936; ¢) Box 1 - Jackson, Holbrook (1874-1948), Edward FitzGerald
and Omar Khayyam An essay and a bibliography; d) Box 2 - Potter, A. G. letters,
signed to A. G. Potter from R.B. Bhajiwalla, Nathan Haskell Dole, Kazumi Yano, and
various persons, v,p. 1909-1940; e) Box 2 - Pollen, John (1848-) Letters, signed to A.
G. Potter. v.p. 1915-1916; f) Box 2 - same as 4d; g) Box 2 - same as 4d; h) Box 4 -
Shorter, Clement King (1857-1926) letters, signed to A. G. Potter, London, 1917-
1921; i) Box 3 - Rempis, Christian Herrnhold (1901-); j) Box 2 — same as 4d.

Note 5. In his article “The Edward Heron-Allen Collection of the Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayyam at the London Library” (The Heron Allen Society Newsletter no.24, Spring
2014), Garry Garrard notes that in the Collection “there is a Christmas card from
Ambrose and Mrs Potter, with an inscription that suggests that the two families were
more than just slight acquaintances.” (p.6) Actually there are two Christmas cards in
the Collection, one dated 1916, the other 1917. Both bore quatrains from FitzGerald’s
Rubaiyat inside them, the first, verse 108 of the 2" edition; the second (to which I
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think Garry refers in his article), verses 22-24 of the 4™ edition. The cards are located
in a Potter sub-folder inside Portfolio CAT 373 of the Heron-Allen Collection.

Note 6. From “Romance of Book Collection: An Omar Khayyam Bibliography” in
The Gloucester Journal, January 25%, 1930, p.12. The reviewer, who had met Potter,
tells us, in passing, that Potter’s collection lacked a first edition of FitzGerald because
he had sold his copy to an American collector, thinking that he could pick up a
replacement copy easily enough. Unfortunately, in the meantime, the market price had
soared to a level that he could not afford, and he never did get a replacement copy!

Note 7. At the time of writing they are not catalogued, but they are stored and
available at JRL/4/1//1/1928/Potter and JRL/4/1/1/1929/Potter. I could trace only one
other postcard from Potter to Guppy, dated 29" May 1931. Basically it just asked
what was happening with the Mingana Catalogue.

Note 8. This was in vol.10 of the Bulletin, the issue of January 1926, p.10-1. It would
appear that Potter did not receive a copy in time for inclusion in his Bibliography, as
it does not feature there. In fact the quatrain was not “hitherto untranslated” as Potter
thought, but was, according to the Bulletin, “said by Heron-Allen to be found in the
transcript of the Calcutta MS used by FitzGerald, No.69 (with considerable
variation.)” See also the Mingana Catalogue reference in Note 9 below, and Heron-
Allen’s Edward FitzGerald’s Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam with their original Persian
Sources (1899), p.129 (FitzGerald’s v.88.)

Note 9. The 'Umar quatrain can be found under #465 (482), col.774-5.

Note 10. “A Catalogue of Books from Various Sources, Messrs. Hodgson & Co., No.
6 of 1938-39”

Note 11. Lawrence Clark Powell library notes in UCLA Librarian, December 7%
1951, January 18" 1952 and April 23" 1954,
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